
 

Kick-start your fundraising by asking for donations 

You will be surprised how generous friends, family, workmates and other contacts will be when you ask 
for a donation. When they’re asked, most people are only too willing to help you achieve your fundraising 
goals. But if you don’t ask them directly, most people won’t think to donate.  
 
Why not kick-start your fundraising, and ask someone today?  
 
Use this email template to ask for donations. Simply follow these four steps: 

1. Copy this template into an email 
2. Replace the highlighted words with your own personal information 
3. Send the email to all your contacts, including friends, family, workmates, and business contacts.  
4. Wait a few days, and follow up your email with a phone call. It’s easy to forget to make a 

donation, so following up is a very important step! 
 
 
Subject line: Help me fight cancer 
 
Email content: 
 
Dear <NAME>, 
 
This <MONTH>, I’m going to complete a huge personal challenge. I’m going to <RUN/WALK/SWIM> 
<DISTANCE> km in <NAME OF EVENT> to raise funds for lifesaving cancer research at Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Centre. 
 
My goal is to raise more than $<AMOUNT> for cancer research. Can you help me reach this goal by 
donating $<AMOUNT> today?  
 
Please donate online by visiting my personal fundraising page at <INSERT DIRECT LINK TO PERSONAL 
FUNDRAISING PAGE>.  
 
Achieving this fundraising target is really important to me. I was personally affected by cancer when 
<SHARE YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE WITH CANCER. FOR EXAMPLE: my Aunty June was diagnosed with 
breast cancer last year. While she’s doing well now, it was horrible to see her having to face such 
gruelling treatment>. My own experience with cancer is one of many – in fact, 1 in 2 Australians will be 
diagnosed with cancer by age 85. 
 
That’s why I’m determined to help raise funds to find new and better ways to prevent, detect, and treat 
cancers. I want fewer people to ever have to face a cancer diagnosis. I want cancer treatment to be more 
effective, and less gruelling. I want to more people to survive cancer. And I think the best way to do that 
is to raise funds for Australia’s largest cancer research base, Peter Mac.  
 
Please help me reach my goal by donating $<AMOUNT>, or as much as you can afford. Simply visit my 
personal <NAME OF EVENT> fundraising page at <INSERT DIRECT LINK TO PERSONAL FUNDRAISING 
PAGE> today.  
 
Thank you for your support! 
<YOUR NAME> 
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